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Next Chapter Meetings:
Our next meeting will be on Thursday December 17th at the Warrington Motor Lodge, Route 611 (just North of Street Rd.) at 12:00 Noon.  Call Beryl Fogelsanger (343-3467) early in the week.

Please attend and show your support. This is our annual Holiday luncheon to celebrate Christmas and Chanukah with song and fellowship. Join us!

Florence Schwartz a classical violinist will accompany us to sing concert hall quality.


Happy Thanksgiving      Count your blessings

Count our many blessings as citizens of this great country. However, we must keep aware of proposed legislation that threatens our retirement benefits. Also, we must be diligent to reverse unfair legislation; such as WEP and GPO. Your membership and support to NARFE will benefit both you and your spouse.        ARE YOU KEEPING YOUR SPOUSE INFORMED?

HISTORIC MARKER

Max Schwartz, president of NARFE Chapter 740, Doylestown Pa., was keynote speaker at the dedication of the new historic marker recognizing the major contributions of the former Naval Air Development Center / Naval Air Warfare Center. The Official historic marker on Street Road, close to the end of the airfield, was dedicated on Veterans Day, November 11, 1998, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. Max spoke about the Navy’s contribution to the national defense and the community with the development of advanced aircraft systems. Also, he spoke about the initial support of our country’s space program by training of the early astronauts (such as John Glenn) which was typical of the NADC’s commitments to advanced technology and the resulting impact for our country. 

SOCIAL SECURITY.  Federal retirees should follow the Social Security debate very closely.  If Social Security COLAs get cut so will ours.  The chances of Social Security COLA cuts are real.  The argument will be presented that COLA cuts will extend the present solvency date way beyond 2033.  This argument is fallacious. Because excess Social Security revenues are presently being spent, the government will owe the Fund between three and four trillion dollars.  To meet the stated solvency date of 2033 this is the amount of money the government must raise - most economist say this is an impossible task.  The argument goes that if COLA cuts are initiated the savings goes into the Fund thereby extending its solvency date.  Nonsense!  What it will do is make the present

day chest-thumping politicians look good at the expense of our children and grandchildren by giving him additional moneys to spend. To Congressman Greenwood's credit he has proposed putting projected budget surpluses (big joke) into a "new" and "protected" Social Security Trust Fund.

It is an effort to mitigate the 3 to 4 trillion-dollar burdens we have placed on our children. They can not do it.  The 2033 solvency date is a lie.

REMEMBER:  TODAY'S COLA CUTS HAVE TO BE PAID - WITH INTEREST - BY OUR CHILDREN

AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK.  Fight all talk of Cola cuts.   It will not help Social Security. It will sink it further.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

HOW ARE WE DOING?  Please let us know if you are satisfied with the information we are providing in these newsletters. Do you have any suggestions? Can you help? Have you checked out the Internet WEB site? If you don’t have Internet capability try asking a friend who does to show you, or try it out at the library. Your feedback will help us all. Do you know any federal retirees that are not a member of NARFE? Sign them up!!!! We need all the help and support we can get. Remember it’s your money!!!! You earned it, now let’s keep it. Note: CDR Yelle is invited to talk at the January meeting (January 21, 1999)  Plan to join us. 

How to know when you are getting old:

· Everything hurts
What doesn’t hurt
Doesn’t work

· The Gleam in your Eye is the sun glinting on your bifocals

· You feel like the morning after
but you haven’t been anywhere

· Your Black Book has only names ending in MD

· You get winded playing cards with your grandchildren

· Your children begin to look middle aged

· You join a health club
 but don’t go

· A dripping tap causes an uncontrollable urge

· You look forward with anticipation toward a dull evening

· You need glasses to find your glasses

· You turn out the light for economy
rather than romance

· You sit in a rocking chair
but can’t make it rock

· Your knees buckle
but your tight belt won’t

· Your back goes out more than you do

· Your house is now too big
but your medicine cabinet not big enough

· You sink your teeth into a Delmonico steak 
and they stay there

· Your birthday cake collapses form the weight of so many candles
· You forget to check if your zipper is up or the seat is down
Help Us Help You!  Our Special Projects Committee needs help in preparing tasks to quickly respond to legislators as well as keep fellow retirees informed by clearly identifying threats to our earned retirement benefits. Please call or e-mail us! Better still attend the next meeting on December 17th. You can make a difference. Your membership counts.

 

NECROLOGY: Please let us know when you hear that one of our honored members has passed on, so we can share it with friends and associates. Remember them, their spouses and families with memorials and appreciations for their accomplishments and duty to the United States. Please note: Anna Scarpello wife of deceased member Anthony Scarpello passed away on September 17th.


Membership: Please encourage your fellow Federal retirees to join and retain membership in NARFE Chapter 740. Our chapter seeks strong, involved support so we can urge legislation that will strengthen our retirement. Remember your spouse is encouraged to become a member. Spouse members will also benefit as surviving retirement recipients and should be involved and protected. Our Chapter represents both the retiree and spouses, both are invited to join and participate.
Need Help?:    Call the Federal Retiree Assistance Center, (215) 597-0419.

The Center is located at the Federal Building, Rm. 1208, 6th and Arch Sts,  Philadelphia, and handles OPM/FEHB problems only (incorrect payments, non-receipt of checks, etc).  Office hours are 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

OPM can be contacted on ANY retirement matter by calling 1-888-767-6738. Be sure to have your PIN number handy.
OPM’s  Annuitant Express

 The toll-free automated telephone system that went into operation in January of last year, for its first service permitted retirees to make federal tax withholding changes for the 1998 tax season.

The number, in case you've mislaid it, is 1-800-409-6528 -- and don't forget your PIN number. 


Important numbers: Capitol switchboard 202-224-3121, 1-800-522-6721,1-800-692-3524,1-800-972-3524; Bill Status 202-225-1772; White House comment line 202/456-1111 (FAX 2461); Supreme Court 202-479-3000; OPM 202-606-1000; Federal Election Commission 1-800-424-9530;NARFE Hotline 202-234-0503; president@whitehouse.gov ; NARFE HQ “www.narfe.org”; www.crompton.com/NARFE740 If you have access to the Internet review our newsletter and links on WEB Site:  Sign up for Free FEDWEEK at:  www.FEDweek.com
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